HOPE Mission International
Helping Other People for Eternity
Bright and early Saturday morning, our team of five began a very long day of travel. Joining Wilfrid and Elisabeth were members from our
churches: Tom (one of our Board members), Valerie and Chelsea. After two flights, we were joined by our Haitian translators, Go Go and
Wilson. Our team was eager to learn about the Haitian culture, to serve the community and gain a greater understanding of HOPE's mission.
The team took advantage of many opportunities for ministry. Tom shared a powerful message about evangelism and being ambassadors for
Christ in the morning service at Duchity Baptist Church. Each morning we visited the work site. We were able to lend a hand by moving rocks
and enjoyed interacting with the local workers. In the afternoons, the entire team participated in a Vacation Bible School. The children enjoyed
learning new songs and sharing many of their favorites with us. Each day, after a Bible Story was shared, the children enjoyed putting
together an art project that included their very own picture! The team also took advantage of many opportunities to speak with local pastors
and leaders in order to learn more about the community, their heartbeat and ways that we can assist them. We are so grateful to the team- for
their flexibility and willingness to serve. We look forward to seeing more work teams travel to Pestel in the future!

~ Elisabeth

Reflections of Team Members

Haiti is not only being looked after with new investments by a number of nations in Europe, North America and Asia but Christian mission groups
are actively spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We believe that in the community of Duchity alone there is a need for educational facilities,
Bible study groups, computer and leadership training. Thanks to the Lord for giving all of us who went the inner joy of sharing the good news of
Jesus with Church members and kids in the community. The hearts and minds of the children are wide open to news about Jesus and what he
can do in their lives.

~ Tom Starkey

Groundbreaking Ceremony
Over eighty people joined us early Monday morning for the Groundbreaking Ceremony. Many
men prayed and offered thanks to God for His provision. Others spoke of the positive impact
the library and HOPE will have on the community. Wilfrid shared the vision of HOPE and
Elisabeth challenged the community to continue to uphold HOPE in their prayers. After Wilfrid
broke ground, men began to line up around the patch of dirt. They eagerly reached for the
pick axe, digging deeper into the red soil. Each one wanted to demonstrate their commitment
to seeing this building completed. It was an awesome moment!

Voodoo Priest turns to Christ
One morning while we were at the work site, Wilfrid began talking to Jean Isaac. Jean shared that he had
come to know the Lord in 2003. He had practiced Voodoo prior to that and had even been a Voodoo
Priest. He was thankful for Tom's message on evangelism, given in the Sunday worship service. Later,
we overheard Jean speaking to another man at the work site. He was challenging the man to repent and
turn to Jesus. He said,
What a powerful
testimony! A living reminder of why we are working so hard to bring HOPE to Duchity. We have a
responsibility to share the gospel AND to train and empower local believers to reach out to their
community.

HOPE Benefit Concert
In September, HOPE hosted “An Evening of Praise” to benefit the HOPE Community Library. We are grateful to Stamford Baptist
Church for the use of their facilities and continual support. The evening included a multi-media presentation of our current progress and
a report from members on our July Work Team. Local musicians and choirs shared beautiful songs that testified to the greatness of
God. Over 200 attended and we are so thankful for the generous gifts that have enabled us to move forward in completing the
foundation and beginning the first floor.

~ Wilfrid
While in Duchity this summer, we were able to see the foundation started.

Immediate Needs

Trenches were dug. Iron pillars were being made to create the forms needed
for the pillars. Trenches were being filled with rock and cement. It was

incredibly exciting to see the foundation take shape and to know we are one step closer to providing a community library and training
center for believers in Duchity. In the weeks following this trip, generous gifts were given that enabled us to complete the foundation
and work has now begun on the first floor! In order to complete the next three goals, we need $15,000. To complete the entire project,
we need $105,450. We have teams of men willing and ready to work, if we have the resources available. Community members have
been waiting eagerly for the building to be finished so that it can meet immediate needs. Will you help us?
~ Wilfrid Decossard and Elisabeth Hamburg ~
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